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February 11, 2025

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
February 11, 2025 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided for in the Annual Meeting Resolution adopted on January 7, 2025, emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on January 8, 2025. 
ROLL CALL – Present were Committeemen Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Mayor Peterla.  Township Attorney Evan Crook, Terry Henry, CFO and Township Administrator/Clerk Susan Jackson and 
Abby Dammann, Deputy Clerk were present.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Committeeman Murphy offered a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of December 10, 2024, seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak
Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla



Nays: none

The Minutes of December 10, 2024 were adopted, 5-0.

Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 7, 2025, seconded by Committeeman Murphy

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla



Nays: none

The Minutes of January 7, 2025 were adopted, 5-0.

1. ORDINANCE – INTRODUCTION

Ordinance 2025-01
Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  
Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to set the date & time as March 11, 2025 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  Having no committee comments Township Clerk took a roll call vote.     
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


Nays: none 
Motion carried and Public Hearing is set for March 11, 2025: 5-0  
 Ordinance 2025-02
An Ordinance of the Township of New Hanover Amending Ordinance 2010-01 Establishing Chapter 165, Vehicles, Towing & Storage, Specifically Chapter 165-4, Towing and Fee Schedule
Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  
Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to set the date & time as March 11, 2025 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Smith.  Having no committee comments Township Clerk took a roll call vote.     
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


Nays: none 
Motion carried and Public Hearing is set for March 11, 2025: 5-0  
Ordinance 2025-03
An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the Township of New Hanover, Various Chapters, to Amend Certain Application, License and Permit Fees, Specifically Chapter 61-6
Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  
Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to set the date & time as March 11, 2025 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Smith.  Having no committee comments Township Clerk took a roll call vote.     
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


Nays: none 
Motion carried and Public Hearing is set for March 11, 2025: 5-0  
RESOLUTIONS 2023-36 
Ms. Jackson added Resolution 2025-37 to the consent agenda - Resolution of the Township of New Hanover Appointing Temporary Snow Removal Staff – Jose Aguilar

Mayor Peterla stated the following Resolutions are set for the consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote. If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, an item can and/or will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately. 
Committeeman Smith made the motion to approve Resolutions 2025-36 & 2025-37, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


Nays: none 
Motion carried, 5-0    
APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST) 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee Members reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.   
With no discussions, Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Committeeman Pawlyzyn. Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.
Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  
Nays:

None

Motion carried, 5-0
FIRE DEPARMENT MONTHLY REPORT

Fire Chief Wilkins provided the fire report for February 2025. The battery was replaced on Truck 3811 and Chief vehicle.  He thanked Ms. Jackson for all the work on the grants.
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Committeeman Murphy offered a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.
Donal Malloy – Stated that whoever is doing the snow plowing isn’t finishing the roadway during snow storms.

Robert Wood – there has a lot of activity during the night.  Sidewalks weren’t plowed near Hillfield, Access Storage and Vantage Plaza.  The hotel plowed the snow onto the sidewalk.

Sharon Atkinson – ask for a status update of the Godfrey House.  Ms. Jackson responded that there are five pre-qualified vendors that can bid on the project.  Bids are out and will be accepted and opened on March 11th.  The two phases should be completed by the end of summer.  Ms. Atkinson was complaining about Vulcan property on Main Street about the construction equipment being parked there.  Ms. Jackson said she sent them a letter and spoke with the owner.  He stated that he bought another property where the equipment is stored at night.  The trucks during the day are personal trucks and leave at the end of the day.  Ms. Atkinson asked when was the last time the generator was serviced.  Ms. Jackson said last year.  Ms. Atkinson talked about a law suit that happened years ago from Friendship Inc.  She stated that it cost the township million of dollars.  Base Auto will be suing the Township because we refuse to give them a Mercantile License last year.  Ms. Jackson stated that they haven’t fulfilled their obligations for the terms of their resolution.  We have been trying to work with them to no avail.
Kellie Bowden – asked to have Ord. 2025-01 explained.  Mr. Henry explained that this ordinance is done every year in the event that we need to use it to go over the cap that is allowed by law.  It doesn’t mean that the Township has used it in the past.  She asked that the Township have a budget meeting to be able to have the budget explained to the public.  Mayor Peterla said that they will look into having a budget meeting before final approval.  Ms. Bowden asked if we are looking at ways to help reduce the budget, especially after last year tax increase.  Ms. Jackson stated that we are definitely looking at ways to cut costs, unfortunately the biggest parts of our budget is not salaries but the monthly expenses of utilities, insurance, garbage and items that we cannot control.

Tony Volante – asked what the process was for the project for all of the trees being cut down.  What was the reason?  Will they be replaced and when?   Ms. Jackson said she would reach out to Chief Tuliano who has had contact with the vendor.  Nothing went through her office.  Committeeman Smith explained how the compensation for tree replacement works.

Ms. Atkinson – asked about the street lights.  Ms. Jackson said that she received a quote to replace the posts that are missing and has been in discussions with the CFO to find the money to complete the work.    Mr. Volante asked if the insurance pays when the lamps are taken down during an accident.  Ms. Jackson replied that they do.

Dave Wood – stated that the car wash is having parties at midnight.

With no further public comments, Committeeman Pawlyzyn motioned to close public comment, seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:    
Committeeman Smith asked Mr. Volante to email him.  He wants to send a violation to the Tree company.  Raising the taxes last year was to help put the Township back on better financial status.  He will talk to Base Auto and will ask him to come to a Township meeting.  The Cozines have come in to say that people are living at the car wash. Committeeman Pawlyzyn thanked everyone for coming out and raising their concerns.  He will go up to the car wash to take a closer look.  He is available to discuss the budget for anyone who is interested.  Deputy Mayor told Mr. Volante that he is sorry that there were issues during the trees being cut down.  He reminded everyone that there are always two sides of the story.  He wants to make sure that nothing ends up in court.  Committeeman Murphy reminded the Fire Department and all emergency services to stay safe.  He thanked the public for coming out tonight.    Mayor Peterla thanked everyone for coming out tonight.  The Township will continue to work with Base Auto to get them in compliance of their LUB resolution.  A few members of the Committee, CFO and Ms. Jackson attended a Budget Workshop. 
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Committeeman Smith offered a motion to adjourn at 7:13 p.m., seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Jackson, 
Township Clerk
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