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August 13, 2024

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
August 13, 2024 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided for in the Annual Meeting Resolution adopted on January 4, 2024, emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on January 10, 2024.
ROLL CALL – Present were Committeemen Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Mayor Peterla.  Township Attorney Evan Crook, Terry Henry, CFO and Township Administrator/Clerk Susan Jackson were present.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2024, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla



Nays: none

The Minutes of July 9, 2024 was adopted, 5-0.
ORDINANCE – INTRODUCTION
Ordinance 2024-07
An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing the Township Code with the Addition/Replacement of Chapter 43.3 Entitled “Tree Removal-Replacement”
Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title and directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  
Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to set the date & time as September 10, 2024 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  Mayor Peterla asked if there was any discussion.  With no discussion, Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


Nays: none 
Ordinance 2024-07 has been introduced, 5-0             

Ordinance 2024-08 
An Ordinance of the Township of New Hanover Amending Ordinance 2023-06 Entitled “Request and Agreement for Police Services as Adopted by New Hanover Township”
Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title and directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  
Committeeman Smith offered a motion to set the date & time as September 10, 2024 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn.  Mayor Peterla asked if there was any discussion.  With no discussion, Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


Nays: none 
Ordinance 2024-08 has been introduced, 5-0             

Ordinance 2024-09
An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2024-02 Prescribing and Providing for the Employment and Compensation of the Officials and Employees of the Township of New Hanover
Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  
Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to set the date & time as September 10, 2024 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  Mayor Peterla asked if there was any discussion.  With no discussion, Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


Nays: none 
Ordinance 2024-09 has been introduced, 5-0          
Committeeman Pawlyzyn asked is there was a reason the State takes so long to adopt the budget?  Mr. Henry, CFO stated that this is typical and happens every year.   

RESOLUTIONS 2024-57 thru 2024-59:  
Resolution 2024-61
Resolution of the Township of New Hanover, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, Authorizing a Shared Service Agreement with the Township of North Hanover for Construction Code Services
Mayor Peterla stated the following Resolutions are set for the consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote. If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, an item can and/or will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately. 

With no discussion, Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to approve the Resolutions.

Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to approve Resolutions 2024-57 thru 2024-59, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  
Roll Call for Resolutions 2024-57 – 2024-59: 





Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 





Nays:

None

Motion carried: 5-0
APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST): 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee Members reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.   

Committeeman Smith asked why we paid $1,000 for Virtua lawn service?  Ms. Jackson explained that the grass was extremely large and the owner of the building hasn’t been taken care of and it was becoming a health and safety hazard to the public.  After repeated attempts to get the owner to mow, the Township moved forward with mowing it and will be moving forward with a lien on the property.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn asked if Virtua was issued fines?  Ms. Jackson said no because they do not own the building.  Mr. Crook also stated that he is working with Ms. Jackson to put a lien on the property.  Mr. Smith asked who is Carl Molnar?  Ms. Peterla stated that he is a teacher at the school and ran a program for the Municipal Alliance.

With no further discussion Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Committeeman Smith.  Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  

Nays:

None

Motion carried, 5-0

FIRE DEPARMENT MONTHLY REPORT: 
Monthly report provided by Chief Wilkins.  He thanked the Township for getting the generator hooked up and for getting Arctic Heating and Cooling for coming to look at the exhaust fans in the Fire House.  Repairs on Truck 3811 haven’t been completed yet.  This Saturday the Fire Department will be training with the Base.  He wanted to know if we are aware that the residents are staying at the Sure Stay for an extended period and are cooking in their rooms.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.
Donna Ryan, 94 Bunting Bridge Road, asked if there is a box for expired or unused medicine and if yes, does anyone pick it up?  Chief Tuliano said there is a box in the hallway of the building and he calls when the box gets filled.
Kelly Bowden, 4 Donal Lane, asked if they are able to remove the fencing around the Godfrey House and if a dumpster will be provided?  Ms. Jackson said that the fence can come down at any time and she is working on getting a dumpster.  Ms. Bowden asked if the owner at the corner of Main and Bunting Bridge is being fined for not getting the sidewalk completed?  Ms. Jackson said that the County has issued him a deadline to reopen the septic for inspection.  They will issue a fine if he doesn’t meet that deadline.  She also asked if the tree that the Township removed will be replaced?  Committeeman Smith stated that a Shade Tree Commission is being formed and that will be one of their tasks…to replace trees that have been removed.

Buddy Wilkins asked if the Township dumpsters be used for the fencing?  The response is no.  He also noted that 2 more street lights were down because of an accident. Ms. Jackson responded that the poles and lights have been reordered and now it is a wait game. 

Ms. Cozine stated that there is a dumpster on Kennedy with a company name on it.  Maybe they can be called for a dumpster.  Ms. Jackson replied that she would look into it.  Ms. Cozine asked for an update on the paving of Kennedy.  Ms. Jackson noted that a pre-construction meeting has happened and Arawak should be starting in the next few weeks.  All residents affected will be notified by the company.
Ms. Jackson alerted Ms. Cozine that a tree came down during the storm at the Senior Center.  It fell on the railing at the top of the ramp and broke it.  The tree has been removed and the Engineer is looking into the repair.  
With no further public comments, Committeeman Murphy motioned to close public comment, seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:    

Committeeman Smith said that the Shade Tree Committee will begin by focusing on replacing trees on Kate Court.  The trees are in bad shape along Kate Court.  If anyone is interested in joining the committee please reach out to him or Ms. Jackson.  He asked if they can hold an informal meeting before providing dates to the public.  Mr. Crook stated that they legally cannot do that but Shade Tree can put information out to the public beforehand.  The Shade Tree Conference will be held in Atlantic City in October.  Will the town pay for accommodations and registration fees?  The response is yes for Shade Tree Members.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn thanked Committeeman Smith for taking on the Shade Tree Commission.  He asked when the Commission will be formed?  He thanked the Fire Department for bringing the issue at the Hotel to the Committee’s attention.  The Women’s Auxiliary is having money issues and is looking for help for the Christmas gifts.  Chief Tuliano stated that maybe Truist Bank or some other company would be willing to donate money for the gifts.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn asked if the donation letters were printed out?  He was not able to get Medieval Times for this year picnic.  He thanked the public for coming out to the meeting and thanked Ms. Bowden for reaching out to the Burlington County Health Department about the sidewalk.  The pot holes on Rossi Road are still there.  Ms. Jackson said that Mr. Hirsh will be in town tomorrow and she will ask him to go to Rossi to review. Committeeman Pawlyzyn also said that he gets a lot of great feedback about New Hanover from other people who travel through town.
Deputy Mayor Koshak asked that the storm drains be cleaned.  He asked if Cuddle the Cow is wanted for this year’s picnic?  Bernice Lawlor has a friend who has a petting zoo.  She is looking into seeing if they are available.  He thanked Committeemen Smith and Pawlyzyn.  Committeeman Murphy reminded everyone that the Historic Preservation Committee will be holding their meeting on September 10th after the regular meeting.  He thanked the residents for coming out tonight.  Mayor Peterla thanked the Fire and Police Departments.  He thanked the residents for coming to the meeting and thanked the Committee for all their work.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to close the Public Meeting and go into an Executive Session.  

Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to close the Public Meeting and go into Executive Session at 7:03 PM, seconded by Mr. Pawlyzyn.   

Roll Call:           Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


                           Nays: None

Motion carried, 5-0

Committeeman Smith made a motion at 7:40 PM to reconvene to the Public Session of the Regular Meeting, second by Deputy Mayor Koshak.

Roll Call:          Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 

                          Nays: None

Motion carried, 5-0

RESOLUTION 2024-60 

Resolution 2024-60, Resolution of the Township of New Hanover Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement between the Township of New Hanover and Chief Kyle Tuliano, was added to the agenda for approval

Committeeman Smith made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-60, seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak.

With no discussion, Mayor asked for a roll call.

Roll Call:           Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 


                           Nays: None

Motion carried, 5-0

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to adjourn at 7:43 p.m., seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Jackson, 
Township Clerk
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